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Happy New Year!
Firstly, a warm welcome back to
Carlow Educate Together National
School to you all. We hope you had a
fantastic holiday and you are all fully
recovered as we move on to our
second term.
There’s plenty of news to share with
you already and this newsletter aims
to let you know what’s coming up in
the next month or so.

Our Outreach Class
Carlow Educate Together was
delighted to announce the
sanctioning of our newest teacher,
Tom O’Shea. Tom will be teaching in
our Outreach class. Tom has been
teaching children with special
educational needs for about twently
years and brings a wealth of
experience and knowledge.
As planned, our Outreach Class starts
on 7th January and we are hoping to
welcome two children into this class.
The room is all set up and everything
is ready to go ahead.

Swimming Classes
We have been allocated some time in
Graiguecullen Swimming Pool this
month to bring our children. It is
anticipated that we will start

Official Opening!
On February 6th, Carlow Educate
Together National School will be 100
days old. We want to mark this day
with an official opening.
The main thing is that we would like
to keep it low key but we would like
the local media to be there and to get
some positive coverage.
We, therefore, need a committee to
organise this important milestone.
Jobs would include:
• Inviting local TDs and councilors,
principals, clergy, town
representatives, Department of
Education representatives,
inspectors and any other VIPs
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swimming classes from the week
starting 21st January. We will send
out a note in the next week to let you
know specific arrangements.

Meetings
Carlow Educate Together National
School operates a democratic ethos.
Therefore, this means you have a say
in the running of our school. The
school has two parent
representatives on the Board of
Management and any issues or
suggestions you have should be
brought to them. We also have
installed a Suggestion Box outside
the staff / parents’ room for your use.
As well as that, we invite parents into
school for an informal chat over
coffee every Friday morning. Parents
are also entitled to see all minutes of
Board of Management meetings and
they are available to you online. If you
visit our web site, http://
www.carloweducatetogether.ie, you
will find the minutes of all meetings in
the Board of Management section.
We are also setting up a committee,
separate from informal Friday
mornings, so parents, teachers,
children and management can
arrange fundraising. The next major
event in the school is our official
opening. See below for details and
how to get involved.

Money Matters
There are some parents who have yet
to pay for schoolbooks. Please
forward any unpaid bills to your
child’s class teacher as soon as
possible.

Family Contribution
Again, a big thank you to all parents
who have donated money to our
school. We ask families to contribute
a token donation to keep our school
running and all donations, no matter
how small, are greatly appreciated. If
anyone has ideas for raising money,
please talk to Simon.

Carol Singing in Carlow Shopping Centre as part of our
Winter Wonderland Celebrations

• Elect a VIP to officially open the
school.
• Organise refreshments and teas
and coffees
• Think of something our children
can do to mark the occasion
• Organise speakers with a decent
PA system
• Arrange with the local press to
come to the school to cover the
event
There are plenty of other ways of
marking this day so we need people
to volunteer their time as soon as
possible. Meetings will be organised
separately from Friday coffee
mornings. You will receive a note this
week to organise a suitable time.
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We are looking forward to the event
with great anticipation.
If you wish to be part of this
committee, please talk to Simon as
soon as you can.
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Walking in a Winter
Wonderland
December was a really busy month
leading up to the holidays. Our school
was asked to sing at the lighting of
the Graiguecullen Christmas Tree. In
our last newsletter, we reported that
we weren’;t sure if the event would go
ahead as it was raining very heavily.
Well, although it continued to pour
down, nearly 100 people showed up,
including 8 brave souls from our
school to sing Christmas Carols. We
gave a great rendition of Winter
Wonderland and received the biggest
applause!
One of the stalls at our Winter Wonderland

The weekend before the holidays saw
the school turned into a Winter
Wonderland. A big thank you to the
parents who helped to convert the
upstairs of our school into a snowy,
shiny showpiece.
On Friday, the children in our school
got treated to a preview of the Winter
Wonderland and they enjoyed the
disco and cinema. But the big treat of
the day was the arrival of Santa Claus
who brought all the children goodies.
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On Saturday, almost every child came
to the Carlow Shopping Centre to sing
Christmas songs to the shoppers. We
stayed only an hour but raised almost
€200 for the school.

everyone has a great time. We have
posted lots of photographs of the
weekend on our web site so please
feel free to check them out. Below are
some of the photographs we took.

Sunday was the big day. We had over
10 stalls selling everything from
Chjristmas decorations to books to
Polish cakes and paintings. Santa
arrived again to dish out some more
presents to our visitors. Our disco and
cinema were a major success and

A big thank you to everyone who
helped make our Winter Wonderland
happen and a very happy new year to
you all.
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